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The following are commenTs from parenTs and campers 
demonsTraTing The impacT of camps:
“For one week every year, at Camp Quality, I feel completely normal. Everyone around me is 
my family and I can be anyone I want and feel accepted. I look forward to camp all year, and I 
wouldn’t be who I am today. These people have changed my life, and they support me even when 
camp isn’t in session.”  -- Former Camper Turned Adult Volunteer

“This past year my son (9y/o) has really started to ask questions about his heart issues. He has 
noticed other kids don’t have the scars he has from open-heart surgery. He has started caring about 
being different, especially when other kids ask him about his scars. This was his first year at Camp 
Systole, and I don’t think it hit me just how much he really needed this until we picked him up. He 
went on for hours about the people he met that had more scars than he did, the medical staff that 
talked to them all about their hearts, and the activities, crafts and games they participated in. He is 
very eager to go back next year and has grand plans already to be a CIT [counselor-in-training].” 
-- Parent of Camper 

“Without the support of Camps for Kids, CHD Families would be unable to provide a free, medically-
supervised camp for kids with congenital heart defects.” - Camp Director

“I think it was the first time (my son) felt like being autistic wasn’t 
a bad thing. On the way home, he said, ‘I think I’m actually 
embracing my autism!’ It made my heart so, so happy.”  
– Parent of Camper

“It helped me to be able to talk to other kids my age who have 
been through similar experiences as me.” - 13-year-old Camper

“As a mom of four wonderful children I know the importance of 
socialization, independence, friends who understand you and 
feeling ‘normal.’ For my oldest daughter these experiences were 
hard to find. Not a single other person in our hometown had spina 
bifida. No one she knew understood what it was like. She had to 
watch as her sisters played sports, took swimming lessons and ran off to summer camp; until we 
found Camp MITIOG.” -- Parent of Camper

“Everyone there seemed accepting of my child. He was very nervous but said it was the best  
week of his life. It was his first ever camp experience and first experience with kids like him.”  
-- Parent of Camper
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816.301.4375

aSK uS about volunteerinG!
Email us at:  
executivedirector@campsforkids.org 

looK for neWS on upCoMinG eventS 
viSit CaMpSforKidS.orG

Follow Camps For Kids online:
Instagram.com/campsforkidskc
Facebook.com/campsforkidskc

our IMpaCt



finanCialS*

Support  for CaMpS for KIdS

**As agents for our camps, camp-designated 
donations are not recognized as a Camps For Kids 
revenue or expense.
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AileyCamp: dance camp and more  
for urban youth

Camp Alphapointe: for visually  
impaired children

Camp Carousel and Camp Erin: serving 
children suffering a loss of a caregiver

Camp Encourage: for children on  
the autism spectrum
 
Camp Fire Heartland: day camp to 
introduce urban youth to nature
 
Green Works ECO Career Camp: 
empowering urban youth to care for 
the environment 

Heartland Therapeutic Riding  
Camp: horse camp for children with 
and without disabilities 

Camp Hope: overnight camp for 
children who have or have had cancer 

Joshua Center Camp: children  
with autism spectrum disorders/
Tourette’s/OCD

Camp MITIOG: serving children  
with spina bifida 

Camp Quality: for children with cancer 

Camp Shakespeare: introducing 
children to theater and Shakespeare 

Camp SIBsational: serving siblings  
of children with cancer 

Camp Systole-CHD Families: for 
children with congenital heart defects 
or disease

Whatsoever Community Center: a day 
camp for underprivileged urban youth

Wildwood Outdoor Education Center: 
camp serving underprivileged children 
and those from the urban core 

Camp Wilderness: for children with 
blood disorders 

Camp WIN: camp introducing girls  
to range of sports activities
 
Wonderland Camp: serving children 
with developmental and physical 
disabilities

2023
netWorK 
CaMpS for KidS SupportS 
tHe folloWinG CaMpS:

our MISSIon

CaMp CHanGeS liveS

Camps For Kids works to ensure that no Kansas City-area child is 
turned away from summer camp because of low income or physical 
or developmental disabilities. 

The significant impact summer camp has on the children who attend cannot be 
overstated. It’s been reported that children, on average, spend 4-7 minutes a day 
outside, while they spend 4-8 hours a day in front of a screen. Not only are they 
missing out on the benefits of nature, but they are losing the connection that comes 
from developing and navigating relationships with people face-to-face. Our camp 
partners remove kids from their devices and reintroduce them to nature and the arts. 
In addition, campers build self-confidence and independence and develop increased 
social skills and problem-solving skills. They learn to lead and to follow, to work as a 
team and to achieve as individuals. And for many, they discover that they are part of a 
community, that they can be themselves, and they can belong.

“I was shocked by all the other campers there. They weren’t the same 
like all of the other kids in school. Some of them were bald, while 

others had scars or deformity. For once I felt like I fit in. I didn’t need 
to think about my illness or what I had gone through. I was able to 

forget all about my past and find true happiness running around and 
getting to know everyone. Camp felt like a dream that allowed kids to 

do and be anything they wanted to be.” 

– Camper from Camp Quality, a camp partner serving children with 
cancer or rare blood disorders.

*some children are counted in both categories

$292,003

51% Had a  
MedICal need 

62.5% needed  
fInanCIal aSSIStanCe 

Camp changes lives. Camps For Kids is devoted to that simple, yet profound idea. 
That’s why Camps For Kids has pursued its 40-plus-year mission of ensuring that 
Kansas City-area children and youth have the opportunity to enjoy the benefits of 
summer camp regardless of income or disability.


