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The mission of Camps For Kids is to work to 
assure that no Kansas City area child or youth 
is denied the wonders of summer camp due to 
disability or low income.

In 2013, Camps For Kids assisted its network of 27 
camps to raise $216,000 in designated gifts, and raised 
an additional $174,000 in matching gifts from the 
Camps For Kids Campaign.  These funds were directly 
responsible for close to 1,000 camp scholarships.  1,416  
volunteers and the skills, love and entrepreneurial 
spirit of the camp directors and their Boards made 
it possible for an additional 6,000 children with 
disabilities or in need to attend summer camp in 2013. 

“Derek came home from Wonderland Camp so 
excited over the tremendous week he had. He made 
new friends, and he had such a good time. I am so 
grateful to the way you treated him with dignity, love, 
kindness, and always made him feel welcome and 
appreciated.”  With all my heart, thank you all so much.

Camp Parent

“Camp is the most life changing experience for our 
kids. Kids tell me they live for the day they go to 
camp. We had a few very anxious moms this year and 
it was amazing to see their faces when they picked 
up their kids. They were so overwhelmed that camp 
had such a positive impact on their child. For our kids 
it is often the only place they are accepted and have 
a friend. When we can change a child’s life and his 
parents we know we are doing something right. As a 
parent, I get that.”

Becky Ottinger, Director, Camp Joshua 

“High functioning Autistic youth like Helena have a 
very difficult time in our society.  Often times they 
are ridiculed bullied and denied.  I am so incredibly 
thankful for Camp Encourage.  For four days, Hele-
na and her peers were free to be who they are - in 
all their greatness!  They will simply be embraced 
and supported by a staff that is caring, compas-
sionate and empathic to the stresses of everyday 
life outside of the camp. It is because of the gener-
osity of the scholarships they offer that Helena is 
able to go.  It is because so many kind people are 
willing to open their hearts and give that Helena 
is able to be blessed.  And, just as importantly, it 
is because of Camp Encourage that our youth are 
empowered, embraced and “encouraged” to be 
exactly who God intended.”    

 — A CAMP ENCOURAGE PARENT
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734 donors contributed 
more than $216,000 in 
Camp-Designated gifts in 2013.



PRESIDENT’S LETTER

To me… Camp is like Magic.  Even 
now, with my camps days long ago, the 
cabins and the lake and the childhood 
friends can appear to me unbidden.  

When those moments come, in my mind’s eye, I replay summer 
days of happiness, discovery, independence.   And so I am 
thankful for that rare show, whenever it appears.  

Just like millions of adults who were also favored with a 
charmed youth, my summer camp memories will forever 
beckon a smile not only When I’m 64 but When the Last 
Teardrop Falls.  

Yes, we sang a lot of fun and corny songs at Camp Foxboro! 
For five weeks, every summer.

At Camps For Kids, our contributions to disadvantaged youth 
provide what is usually a single week of summer memories…
which are filled not only with personal adventures, but with 
unanticipated life lessons.   

At C4K, we know that once-in-a -lifetime experiences at summer 
camp may indeed last for a lifetime.  For the thousands of 
campers supported, year in and year out, our hope is that your 
contributions provide a gift of many hands-on lessons… the 
muscle memory of which will last forever. 

 Research shows that kids who experience summer 
camp, return to their daily lives more adaptable to their 
circumstances, and with greater hope of what’s in store 
for them as they grow up.

Do you know a successful adult who had a challenging 
youth, or who overcame childhood adversity?

More often than not, those adults had at least one key experience 
-- outside their accustomed environment -- that tested their limits 
as a youth.  One that provided a safe place for them to fail, to get 
up, and to try again.   

With your help, Camps For Kids provides unique and valuable 
experiences for youth who are economically or developmentally 
challenged.  Our camps are selected on their track records of 
success; some have large staffs and some are staffed by trained 
volunteers.  All are among the best at what they do for kids.

As a teacher in the urban core, I saw first-hand the difference 
that can be made for students by NEW, CONSTRUCTIVE 
EXPERIENCES, in learn-by-doing environments, and with trained 
adults who care about their success.  

So, would you please help a youngster go to Camp?  
There’s no more effective way to help a needy youngster 
‘skip a grade ahead’ in life.

When you give to Camps For Kids, it will be among the most effec-
tive usages of your contributable dollars.  And your gift to C4K will 
directly help youth right here in our local Kansas City area.

Thank you on behalf of Camps For Kids for taking a moment 
here to ‘hear our song.’   I am sure that you also can still 
envision key moments from your childhood, that made a positive 
difference in your own life.  

If you could, I bet you’d wrap up those moments and give them to 
kids today with the same impactful result in mind.  The good news 
is… at Camps For Kids, we have found a way for you to do so!   

If you want to sing a favorite song (or have some S’mores!) as 
you help us help the needy youth of Greater Kansas City, please 
be my guest!  Just go to our website, or give us a call.

– Don Stebbins

Camp Director: Camp Enterprise (2009-2010)
(in the Camps For Kids network)

Camp-Designated and Matching 
Funds totaling almost $387,000 
enabled close to 1,000 children 
with disabilities or in economic 
need to attend camp in 2013.



    2014 Network of Camps
           *  New in 2014

Ø	 *  CHD Families Camp Systole is a medically supervised, free, 
day and overnight camp for children ages 6-15 years living with 
congenital heart disease, and includes additional programs for their 
families.

Ø	 *  Camp Hope, celebrating 32 years in 2014, is for children ages 5-17 
who have, or have had cancer. A 24-hour on-site  team of a pediatric 
oncologist, pediatricians, nurses, pharmacist, and psychologist join 
90 to 100 volunteers.. 

Ø	 *  Kingdom Kids Camp is for neglected and abused children who are 
now in foster care.  Based on the Royal Family Kids Camp approach, 
the kids are “treated like Royalty,” arriving and leaving by limo, given 
their own birthday party, carnival, “Aunts, Uncles, Grandmas and 
Grandpas.”

Ø	 Ailey Camp is a summer-long performing arts program sponsored 
by the KC Friends of Alvin Ailey, providing a platform for urban core 
Middle School youth, ages 11-14.

Ø	 Boys and Girls Clubs: ATOMIC BLAST summer camp is a ten-week 
STEM and literacy focused experience led by certified school 
teachers and Club staff taking math and science education beyond 
the classroom.

Ø	 Camp ChiMer provides an opportunity for children with chronic 
kidney disease to participate in a week-long summer camping 
experience and to develop peer relationships regardless of their 
medical needs.

“It increased his confidence in his ability to be away 
from his family. We were glad for the opportunity for 
him to spend time with his peers as he doesn’t have 
a lot of play dates at home.”   

 — A CAMP ENCOURAGE PARENT

Ø	 Camp Carousel and Camp Erin are weekend camps for children 
between the ages of 5 and 18 suffering from the loss of a parent or 
guardian.  A service of KC Hospice.

Ø	 Camp Encourage offers a quality overnight camp involving 
relationship development, recreation, and relaxation for autistic 
children. Camp Encourage is staffed by top quality counselors and 
medical and behavioral specialists.

Ø	 Camp Enterprise will celebrate its 36th year in 2013, teaching 
students what it’s like to operate a business.  This entrepreneurial 
camp, staffed by business leaders, is sponsored by Rotary Club 13, 
and is ACA accredited.

Ø	 Camp Fire Heartland and Camp Shawnee give children a traditional 
camp experience as they are taught outdoor skills that foster 
knowledge of the natural world. Camp Fire Heartland, a day camp, 
was added in 2012.  

Ø	 Camp MITIOG is a resident camp devoted to organizing and creating 
quality life experiences and lasting memories for children born with 
Spina Bifida, who learn to see their abilities…not their limitations. 
MITIOG is ACA accredited

Ø	  Camp Oasis is a safe and supportive camp community for children 
with Crohn’s disease or ulcerative colitis.  Typical camp site and 
activities are staffed by doctors, nurses, mental health specialists 
and trained counselors. 

Ø	 Camp Planet D is a residential one-week camp for children with Type 
1 Diabetes.  Typical camp activities are augmented by education in 
diabetes self-management skills taught by endocrinology health 
professionals.

28 camps will operate 39 
different sites or programs 
in 2014.

Welcome three new camps 
in 2014: Camp Hope, 
for children with cancer; 
Kingdom Kids Camp, for 
foster children; and Camp 
Systole, for children with 
congenital heart disease.



Ø	 Camp Quality is a 6 day resident camp for kids with cancer.  Each 
camper has an assigned companion 24 hours a day. Days are 
filled with games, crafts, swimming, boating, fishing, dances, and 
campfires.

Ø	 Camp Shakespeare is a unique and fun summer arts adventure for 
young people ages 8 to 18.  It is also an educational introduction to 
the works of William Shakespeare.

Ø	 Camp WIN is a sport day-camp where girls ages 6-12 are introduced 
to 14 different sports led by local high school and collegiate coaches. 
Camp WIN is supported by the Girl Scouts and the Women’s Sports 
Foundation.

Ø	 Camp Wood YMCA, offers traditional camp experiences  within sev-
eral specialty camps, such as garage band, horse, teen-leadership, 
and skateboarding camps.   

Ø	 Community360 is an intense, personal and life-changing week-
long experience that challenges high school juniors and seniors to 
assess community views and development skills and tools. It is all 
about diversity - ethnicity, race, gender, sexual orientation. 

Ø	 Girl Scouts Camps counterbalance negative societal trends by 
providing a means and environment for girls and young women to 
explore and discover their full potential.  Three camps provide a 
variety of programs.

Ø	 Heartland Center is a summer-long residential camp owned and 
operated by the Presbyterian Church USA; is ACA accredited; and 
offers horseback riding, swimming, archery, music, creative arts, 
campfires, and Bible study.

Ø	 Joshua Center Camp is for kids diagnosed within the autism 
spectrum, with Tourette’s Syndrome or OCD/ADHD. The first time 
some kids meet others with like disorders.    

Ø	 Mattie Rhodes Center offers creative, educational opportunities for 
children with special emphasis on providing services to low-income 
and minority children.

Ø	 Midnight Farm Summer Camps are magical experiences for children 
with special needs.  Camp for autistic children provides crafts, sing-
alongs, horseback riding and animal petting in the indoor paddocks. 

Ø	 Missouri Children’s Burn Camp is a supportive environment where 
children spend a week with others who have also experienced burn 
injuries.  Fun is the focus and friendships form quickly.

Ø	 Royal Family Kids Camp serves kids in foster care who typically do 
not have a stable place to call home and who, sadly, are frequently 
moved around. “Our mission is to treat these children like Royalty.”

Ø	 Whatsoever Community Center partners with youth to provide 
opportunities for academic enrichment and social development, 
forming connections with the community.

Ø	 Wildwood Outdoor Education Center in 2014 marks the 34th 
summer that Wildwood has provided hundreds (typically 300-600) 
of youth from Kansas City’s Urban Core in an experiential outdoor 
education program. 

Ø	 Wonderland Camp, sponsored by the Missouri Jaycees,  provides 
summer camp fun and  educational experiences for mentally and 
physically challenged children, teenagers and adults.

28 camps will operate 39
sites in 2014. 
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More than 1,400 volunteers 
served the Camps For Kids 
Network in 2013.



BOARD MEMBERS

PRESIDENT
Don Stebbins  *
 CLM Co.

PAST PRESIDENT
Kent T. Seston
 CBIZ MHM, LLC

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Vice President
Tim Steffens
 Polsinelli PC 

Secretary
Jeanne Janchar
 Shook, Hardy & Bacon, LLP

Treasurer
Lance Henry
 CBIZ MHM, LLC

DIRECTORS At LARGE
Brad Inman
 Ernst & Young, LLP

Joseph S. Spirk
 Sporting Innovations
 

* STEERING COMMITTEE
Bunni Copaken
 Copaken Family Foundation

Stacey Deere
 Shook, Hardy & Bacon, LLP

Debbie Sosland-Edelman
 Sosland Foundation

Carey Wilkerson Looney
 H&R Block Foundation

Angela Andresen-Smart
 Hall Family Foundation
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Ray Delia

FOUNDER
Marjorie Powell Allen
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FINANCIALS

Financials as of December 31, 2013

ASSETS
Current Assets
 Cash and cash equivalents $104,869
 Accounts Receivable -   
 Investments, at fair value 856
 Prepaid Expenses  3,637
       Total Current Assets 109,362
 Property and Equipment, net 245
       Total Assets 109,607 

LIABILITIES
Current Liabilities 
 Accounts payable 8,531
 Accrued expenses 618
      Total Current Liabilities 9,148

NET ASSETS
 Net Assets 100,459
      Total Liabilities and Net Assets 109,607

REVENUES AND OTHER SUPPORT
 Campaign efforts 456,376
 Less: amounts designated to 
      specifi c camps by donors* (169,917)
 Public support 286,459
 In-kind support 20,280
 Net investment income (29)
      Total revenues and other support 306,768

389,633

EXPENSES
 Camp expenses - 
             payments to network camps
 Less: amounts designated to 
      specifi c camps by donors*  (169,917)
  219,716
 Salaries and related expenses 61,811
 Occupancy expenses 20,280
 Other operating expenses 21,318
      Total expenses 323,126 
      Change in net assets  (16,358)
      Net assets, beginning of year  116,817

Net assets, end of year  $100,459

*as agents for our donors, Camps for Kids does not 
recognize these amounts as revenues or expenses.

This fi nancial information represents the 
unaudited figures as of and for the year 
ended December 31, 2013. A copy of the 
complete 2012 review report is available
from Camps for Kids by emailing
raydelia@uwgkc.org.
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2013 DONORS

$10,000 plus
AMC Cares Charitable Fund
Capitol Federal Foundation
Ewing Marion Kauffman 
Foundation
Hall Family Foundation
Oppenstein Brothers Foun-
dation
Sarli Family Foundation  
W. J. Brace Charitable Trust

$1,000 to $9,999
Ash Grove Foundation
BlueScope Foundation, North 
America
H&R Block Foundation
Kay and John Callison
The Conrow Charitable Trust
Copaken Family Foundation
Gautreaux Family Foundation
Dr. Joe Hannah and Carolyn 
    Ammon
Don Harman Memorial Fund
Memory of Joanna MacLaughlin
Lorraine B. and Norman K. 
    Martin Gift Fund
McCullough Family Founda-
tion
Missouri Bank
Peter Powell Family Foundation
PNC Foundation
Polsinelli
R.A. Long Foundation
Regnier Family Foundations
Kent and Marila Seston
Ron Stricker
Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP
Sosland Foundation
Vivian & Hymie J. Sosland 
Charitable Trust
Sporting Kansas City
Sprint Foundation
Timothy and Christina Steffens
Sunflower Foundation - Lake 
    Quivera
The Massman Foundation
Visitation Church Social Services
Henry E. Wurst Family 
    Foundation

$500 to $999
Anonymous
Bulleigh Orthodontics

Heartland Combined Federal 
    Campaign
Brian and Ingerlene
Bradley D. Inman
Jenkins & LeBlanc, PA
Peter and Margot Mestad
Mid-America Fittings, Inc.
Frank Newcomer III
Kristi and James Streit
Steven and Janet Walker

$1 to $499
Anonymous
Yael Abouhalkah
* Aero Transportation 
    Products, Inc.
* Suzanne E. Allen
Andrews McMeel Universal 
    Foundation
Carolee and Russell Atha
* Bank of Prairie Village
* Barbara K. Barickman-Meier
Matthew Barrow, DDS
Karen and Doug Bartz
Catherine Becker
Rosann Berkemeier
Rita and Irwin Blitt
Mary S. Branton
Justin and Mindy Bridges
Jeff Brown
Josephine A. Brown
Bambi Burgard
Chris Burton
Chris Cahill
Julie Canterbury
Kelli S. Carlson
Michael D. Cates
Dennis Cates
Wendy Cates
Brent Cooke
Jamie Davis
Stacey E. Deere
Brenda DeGroot
Ray and Kathy Delia
Lauren Demmel
David and Doris Egli
Jon and Kelsie Erskine
Payton Foote
Stephanie R. Hague
Catherine M. Hammer
Jeff Hanson
* Nancy W. Hawley
Lance and Ami Henry
Timothy R. Hines
Gloria Jackson-Leathers
Nicole Jacobs-Silvey



Jeanne M. Janchar
John Janchar
Emily and Mark Johnson
Ryan and Michelle Johnson
Sarah Jones
* Renee Kahl
Jerry and Joy Kaplan
Bryan D. Kearney
Melissa Keller
Les Kerr
Jay and Dana Ketterling
* William and Susan Kircher
* Jack A. Knuth
Gerald Lamb
Michael and Elizabeth LeBlanc
Marilyn M. Lee
John Lungstrum
Evan Luskin
Jay MacLaughlin
Judith Mall
David Marksz
Jennifer Martin
Susan L. Martinez
* H. Richard McFarland, Jr.
Dana M. Mehrer
* John and Mary Ann Miller
Karen J. Morrow
* Charlotte A. Mueller
Knox Nail’s Lemonade and 
Candy Stand
* John and Mary Newman
Jessica M. Norris
Remco and Stefanie Obertop
Roger Obrist
Charles Orth and Beth 
    Rosemergey
Kristen and Kevin Page
Pelofsky & Associates, Inc.
Ronald G. Pierson
* Peter and Carol Powell
Linda Ray and Karin 
    McAdams
William Reifeiss
Dennis and Judy Reimer
Michael and Catherine 
    Richmond
Kyle Robey
Leanne Roebbeke
Sabatini Family Foundation
Alex Sanchez
David Saville
Neal and Tamara Schuster
Emily Seaton
* Thomas and Martha Shaffer
Marva Shelton
Shannon and Levi Short

Randall E. Sisk
Noah Slabotsky
Sandy Smith
Peter and Noel Sotta
Nathan Spirk
* Frank and Gloria Spurlock
Rashmi Srivastava
Thomas and Cheryl Steffens
Brendan Steffens
Loxie and Charles Stock
Esther W. Sunderland
Shawn Swindle
Matthew S. Tannehill
William M. Tilton
Amelia Trollinger
* UMB Officers and Associates
Kendra Varns
Brad and Barb Warady
Calma J. Warrick and Beverly 
Warrick Dickason
* Linda L. Watson
* Purd and Margaret Wright
Brett Zarger
*  In Memory of Joanna
    MacLaughlin 
Camps For Kids former
    Executive Director

In-Kind Donors

54th Street Grill (KRM, Inc.)
Accent Limousine
ADA Fundraising Sales
Adams Pointe Golf Club
Atlanta Bread Co.
Avenues Bistro
Bass Pro Shops
Beauty Brands
Brad Inman
Cabela’s
Camps For Kids Board
Cellar Rat
Dana M. Mehrer
Dennis Reimer
Disney
Don Stebbins
Fine Arts Theater Group
Folly Theater
Four B Corp Price Chopper/
Hen House
Gaslight Grill & Backroom
Gates Bar-B-Q
Goodden Jewellers
Harry S. Truman Library
Heart of America Shakespeare 
Festival
Hilton President

Holiday Inn Country Club Plaza
Humanscale
Jeanne Janchar
Joe Lauria
Joseph S. Spirk
Julie Johnson Art
Kansas City Ballet
Kansas City Chiefs
Kansas City Repertory Theatre
KC Hospice and Palliative Care
Kent Seston and Maria Seston
Lance and Ami Henry
Mid-America Merchandising
Megan Egli
Original Bread, Inc. (Panera 
Bread)
P.F. Chang’s China Bistro
Pierpont’s at Union Station
Powell Gardens
PRP Wines International
Puppetry Arts Institute
Ray and Kathy Delia
Salon Solei
Snow and Company
Southwest Airlines
Stacey E. Deere
Staples Promotional Products
Stuff, LLC
Ten Thousand Villages
The Shutter Effect
Tim and Christine Steffens
Tivoli at Manor Square Cinema
Troy N. McKinney
Unicorn Theatre
United Country Real Estate
WDAF TV 4
Wonderscope Children’s 
    Museum

There were 21 resident and 
9 day camps in the Camps 
For Kids Network in 2013.


